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DIGITALEUROPE comments in relation to its engagement in 
the Joint Initiative on Standardisation (JIS) 

 

 
 

DIGITALEUROPE is pleased to join and contribute to the Joint Initiative on Standardisation (JIS) and share its 
experience and knowledge in developing market-driven standards of global relevance in collaboration with all 
interested participants.  
 
Nevertheless, DIGITALEUROPE believes that going forward JIS should take the following elements into account: 
 

 all industrial and economic sectors increasingly rely on ICT technologies, products and solutions (hardware 
and software) to develop and implement new services and tools 

 

 ICT is a fast developing sector that relies on market-driven standards that are used globally and ensure a 
high level of interoperability 

 

 ICT standards are developed by a variety of different, mostly global, Standards Developing Organisations 
(SDOs) which cross reference each other’s standards to build on and leverage from existing ones and ensure 
appropriate interoperability of products using such standards 

 

 the working methods used in the ICT standardisation domain make effective use of ICT tools to ensure timely 
delivery of expected standards and to maximize global participation of all stakeholders 
 

 DIGITALEUROPE is concerned with some of the content of the JIS document which gives the impression that 
the European Standardisation System is ineffective, operating poorly and delivering standards that have 
limited relevance. The vision promoted by European Commission to impulse a large “wave” – instead of a 
small “tide” to improve the current European Standardisation System provides a negative view and does 
not value the positive outcome and contribution of European industry and all parties engaged in 
standardisation activities. DIGITALEUROPE recommends to take advantage of all existing committees and 
organisations that contribute to the European Standardisation System, avoid unnecessary duplication of 
work and focus on providing the current structures with any requested support.  

 
As the ICT industry is global in nature, DIGITALEUROPE believes that going forward JIS could significantly benefit 
from an increased focus on global openness and international cooperation. DIGITALEUROPE would in this regard 
like to stress the absolute imperative for the Joint Initiative to support the bottom-up, industry-led, global and 
voluntary approach.  
 
-- 
For more information please contact: 
Klaus-Dieter Axt, DIGITALEUROPE’s Policy Director 
+32 2 609 53 22 or klaus-dieter.axt@digitaleurope.org 
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE  
DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest IT, 
telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants 
European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 
world's best digital technology companies. 
 
DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and implementation of EU policies. DIGITALEUROPE’s 
members include 62 corporate members and 37 national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides 
further information on our recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org   
 

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 

Corporate Members  

Airbus, Amazon Web Services, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, 
Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Ingram Micro, Intel, iQor, JVC Kenwood 
Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola 
Solutions, NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, 
Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric IT Corporation, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Technicolor, Texas 
Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies, ZTE Corporation. 

National Trade Associations  

Austria: IOÖ 
Belarus: INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria: BAIT 
Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 
Finland: FFTI 
France: AFNUM, Force Numérique, 
Tech in France  

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
Greece: SEPE 
Hungary: IVSZ 
Ireland: ICT IRELAND 
Italy: ANITEC 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR  
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 
Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 

Slovakia: ITAS 
Slovenia: GZS 
Spain: AMETIC 
Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomföretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK   
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